
A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  S t .  L u k e ’ s  C h a p e l  i n  t h e  H i l l s  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  

The Catholic, or world-
wide, Church faces many 
crises today, one of 
which is the need to reach 
out significantly and ef-
fectively to many peoples 
of various languages and 
cultures. Without com-
promising the essential 
doctrines of the Christian 
faith, Christians need to 
discover and learn the 
adaptability and flexi-
bility which St. Paul 
shows in these state-
ments: 

For though I be 
free from all 
men, yet have I 
made myself 
servant unto all, 
that I might gain 
the more. And 
unto the Jews I 
became as a Jew, 
that I might gain 
the Jews; to them 
that are under the 
law, as under the 
law, that I might 
gain them that 
are under the 
law; to them that 
are without law, 
as without law, 
(being not with-
out law to God, 
but under the law 
to Christ,) that I 

might gain them 
that are without 
law. To the weak 
became I as 
weak, that I 
might gain the 
weak: I am made 
all things to all 
men, that I might 
by all means save 
some. And this I 
do for the gos-

pel’s sake, that I 
might be partaker 
thereof with you. 

I Corinthians 
9:19-23, KJV 

We must learn from 
St. Paul something about 
walking in the shoes of 
others by trying to under-
stand their views and per-
spectives and the strug-

gles and the issues which 
they face, instead of as-
suming our own culture 
and nationality is in all 
things superior to the cul-
tures and nationalities of 
others. Though St. Paul 
was schooled in the Jew-
ish law he reached Gen-
tiles by being flexible to 
their lives as lived 
“without law” while still 

being subject to the law 
and will of Christ. To 
those who were weak, 
he became weak so that 
he might gain the weak. 
He sums up all his at-
tempts to reach all peo-
ple by saying that he 
became all things to all 
people, so that he might 
by any means save 
some people (I Corin-
thians 9:22b). 

Let us connect this 
principle to the spiritual 
vision of St. Luke’s 

Chapel in the Hills, in 
which we describe our 
faith community as being 
a spiritual hospital for 
healing. When one is ad-
mitted to a hospital, 
health care workers try to 
find out as much medical-
ly-relevant information 
about a patient as possi-
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The Attractiveness of a Genuine Faith 

ble to ensure a correct 
diagnosis of his condi-
tion, leading to the best 
course of treatment. Now 
there is meant to be no 
discrimination against 
any patient because of his 
culture, race, nationality, 
or economic condition. 
Likewise, when a visitor 
comes to one of our ser-
vices, we must be careful 
not to show discrimina-
tion of any kind. Instead, 
we should try to get to 
know visitors, be hospita-
ble and friendly, and 
show the love of Christ to 
them. Think of it like 
this. If we are a spiritual 
hospital, are we the kind 
of hospital where people 
would like to stay and 
receive healing from the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Be-
coming “all things to all 
men” requires a kind of 
self-emptying that does 
not come easily or natu-
rally to human beings. 
We must depend on the 
Holy Spirit and empty 
ourselves of pride and 
any feeling of superiority 
to others. We should even 
be determined to try and 
learn how the other per-
son thinks and feels if we 
wish to win him to 
Christ. 

Diversity of people in 
a congregation is desira-
ble, but becoming all 
things to all people is 
necessary to bring it 
about. Once, when I was 
rector of a parish in Loui-
siana, I was asked by 
someone, “Does your 
church chase Black peo-
ple away?” I replied that 
we had no intention of 

(Continued from page 1) doing that, and it was not 
our practice to do that. 
Every congregation must 
ask itself, though, if there 
is any kind of people who 
would not feel welcome at 
its services or events. Are 
poor people welcome? 
Are rich people welcome? 
Are young people wel-
come? Are aliens wel-
come? Are all races and 
ages of people welcome? 
The early Church consist-
ed of people of all races, 
languages, and nations, 
slaves and freemen, since 
the Roman Empire con-
tained such a diversity of 
peoples. Our community 
here in Silicon Valley is 
likewise diverse. 

The great difference 
between the pagan Roman 
Empire and the Church 
was the faith of the 
Church in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and a love for the 
Lord that surpassed all 
other loves. Consider 
what great love and faith 
those early disciples had 
for the poor and needy 
among them when they 
sold their property and 
possessions and distribut-
ed the proceeds to the 
poor (Acts 2:44-45). They 
attended worship in the 
temple daily and partook 
of Holy Communion and 
shared meals in one an-
other’s homes with great 
joy (Acts 2:46). The cir-
cumstances of the Church 
have changed greatly 
since those early days 
when the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on the first 
disciples led to a great 
generosity of spirit among 
all the new believers. Alt-
hough Article XXXVIII 

of The Thirty-nine Arti-
cles of Religion clearly 
states that the possessions 
of Christians are not held 
in common, Christians 
still have a responsibility 
to give generously to the 
poor, according to their 
ability. It is an outpouring 
of our love for the Lord 
to care for the needs of 
others. 

If we want our con-
gregation to be attractive 
to seekers of the authentic 
Christian faith, then that 
attractiveness is surely to 
be found in genuine 
wholehearted love of God 
and love of neighbor (St. 
Matthew 22:34-40). The 
Lord Jesus commanded 
His disciples to love one 
another (St. John 13:34-
35), teaching clearly that 
everyone will know 
Christians by the love 
that they have for one 
another. The Lord Jesus 
Christ gave a message 
through St. John to the 
Church of Ephesus warn-
ing them that they had 
left their first love, and 
that they should remem-
ber the height from which 
they had fallen, repent, 
and do the deeds that they 
did at first (Revelation 
2:4-5). This message ap-
plies to many Christians 
today. For whatever rea-
sons— whether their zeal 
has faded or their love 
grown cold— these rea-
sons will not excuse them 
before the Judge of all the 
earth. Christians have 
never been given permis-
sion anywhere in the Bi-
ble to become slack in 

(Continues on page 3) 
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zeal or cold in their love 
for God and people. The 
continual attacks of an 
increasingly pagan cul-
ture and world on the 
Christian faith will keep 
coming until Satan is fi-
nally defeated. All Chris-
tians must be found with 
these characteristics: 

Let love be with-
out dissimulation. 
Abhor that which 
is evil; cleave to 
that which is 
good. Be 
kindly 
affec-
tioned 
one to 
another 
with 
brotherly 
love; in 
honour 
prefer-
ring one 
another; 
not sloth-
ful in 
business; 
fervent in 
spirit; 
serving 
the Lord; 
rejoicing 
in hope; patient 
in tribulation; 
continuing in-
stant in prayer; 
distributing to the 
necessity of 
saints; given to 
hospitality. Bless 
them which per-
secute you: bless, 
and curse not. 
Rejoice with 
them that do re-
joice, and weep 
with them that 
weep. Be of the 

(Continued from page 2) same mind one 
toward another. 
Mind not high 
things, but con-
descend to men 
of low estate. Be 
not wise in your 
own conceits. 

Romans 12:9
-16, KJV 

These characteristics 
of the healthy Christian 
life are like a multi-
faceted diamond, display-
ing many dimensions. 
Why is this selection of 

exhortations from all of 
those that St. Paul gives 
us in Romans 12 so im-
portant? These are all 
commands relating to our 
behavior. If you are a 
patient in a hospital, you 
want to be sure that the 
doctors and surgeons are 
interested in giving pa-
tients the best courses of 
treatment possible, that 
nurses and medical tech-
nicians all know how to 
do their job and are inter-
ested in doing it. Similar-

ly, those who visit a con-
gregation in the hope of 
salvation and healing will 
quickly find out if the 
Christian faith finds real 
application in the lives of 
the parishioners. Do they 
show brotherly love? Are 
their lives full of zeal for 
the Lord, or do they focus 
on other things? Do they 
pray continually? Do they 
study the Bible enough to 
know the things that God 
requires of them? Do they 
associate with the poor 
and the humble? Really 

the ultimate 
practical 
question a 
spiritual 
seeker might 
have is “Do 
the people of 
this congre-
gation show 
in their lives 
such a strong 
faith in the 
Lord Jesus 
Christ and 
such a love 
for God and 
one another 
that I want to 
become a 
believer and a 

member of their parish?” 

 – The Reverend 
Christopher Parrish 

May the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love 

to one another and to all, 
just as we do to you, 

so that He may establish 
your hearts blameless in holiness 

before our God and Father 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

with all His saints. 

I Thessalonians 3:12-13 
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Our Chapel Family Prayer List 

O  God, the Creator 
and Preserver of all man-
kind, we humbly beseech 
Thee for all sorts and 
conditions of men; that 
Thou wouldest be pleased 
to make Thy ways known 
unto them, Thy saving 
health unto all nations. 
More especially we pray 
for Thy holy Church uni-
versal; that it may be so 
guided and governed by 
Thy good Spirit, that all 
who profess and call 
themselves Christians 
may be led into the way 
of truth, and hold the 
faith in unity of spirit, in 
the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life. Fi-
nally, we commend to 
Thy fatherly goodness: 

Archbishop Foley Beach; 

Bishop Richard Lipka; 

Canon Michael Penfield; 

Father Chris Parrish; 

Deacon Peter Vogel; and 

Deacon Linda Bracken; 

also all those who serve 
as Thy ministers in gov-
erning our nation and 
state, particularly: 

President Joe Biden; and 

Governor 
Gavin Newsom; 

as well as all those who 
are any ways afflicted, or 
distressed, in mind, body, 
or estate; especially those 
for whom our prayers are 
desired: 

the soldiers, sailors, 
marines, airmen, coasties, 
guardians, police officers, 

firefighters, and pilots 
who protect us every day; 

our persecuted Christian 
brothers and sisters 

throughout the world; 

all refugees; 

all who are suffering from 
the coronavirus, 

all medical personnel 
treating them, and 
all those who work 

with the public; 

all the victims 
of California wildfires 

and the aid workers 
helping them; 

Jim and Edna Davis; 

Joya de Rossett; 

Debbie; 

Scott; 

Brittany; 

Tanya Theiler; 

Dale Quinn; 

Brian Quinn; 

Mark Quinn; 

Lisa; 

Ben; 

Marion; 

Flo; 

Max; 

Dan and Kendra Pack; 

the Stanko family; 

Yoshihiko and Hideko 
Ikegami; 

Ali Hemphill; 

Lori Hemphill; 

Pennel Magaw; 

Tracy Magaw; 

Mary Frances Reeves; 

Mrs. Kitt; 

Jon Carter; 

Marilyn; 

Frank Capone; 

Rose Handwerker; 

Ann and Frank MacVoy; 

Bishop Ilgenfritz; 

Dave Shuman; 

Libby Codd; 

Maria Fernandez; 

Patricia Bowers; 

Moe Martinez; 

Victoria Grace; 

Sharon Veach; 

Theo Frensch;  

Diane Ahlport; 

Katy Stone and family; 

Bill Zahrt; 

Peter Parrish; 

Christina; 

Father Thomas 
and Lora Vece; 

Haley; 

Gabriella;  and 

John Donnelly; 

that it may please Thee to 
comfort and relieve them, 
according to their several 
necessities; giving them 
patience under their suf-
ferings, and a happy issue 
out of all their afflictions. 
And this we beg for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 

This prayer list 
was current 

as of October 3rd, 
and the people 
of St. Luke’s 

will pray 
for each need 

until we are notified 
that it has been met. 

Please contact 
Father Parrish 

to add 
or remove names. 

Thank you! 
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A Prayer for Our Congregation 

In Times of Great Sickness and Mortality 

O  MOST mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee 
unto Thee for succour. Deliver us, we beseech Thee, from our peril; give strength and 
skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; 
and grant that, perceiving how frail  and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts 
unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

O  GOD, Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful, visit, we pray Thee, the Congrega-
tion of St. Luke’s Chapel in the Hills with Thy love and favour; enlighten our minds 
more and more with the light of the everlasting Gospel; graft in our hearts a love of the 
truth; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and of Thy great mercy 
keep us in the same, O blessed Spirit, whom, with the Father and the Son together, we 
worship and glorify as one God, world without end. Amen. 

For Rain 

O  GOD, heavenly Father, who by Thy Son Jesus Christ hast promised to all those 
who seek Thy kingdom, and the righteousness thereof, all things necessary to their bod-
ily sustenance; send us, we beseech Thee, in this our necessity, such moderate rain and 
showers, that we may receive the fruits of the earth to our comfort, and to Thy honour; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Parish Postings 
The Santa Clara County Board of Health’s mandated mask requirement for all persons 
who go into any enclosed public space continues. Please comply when you come to 
worship at the Chapel, or, if you prefer not to wear a mask, please worship with us via 
Zoom (please contact Father Parrish if you need to be added to the weekly Zoom wor-
ship invitation). Thank you very much! 

The Vestry will meet on Sunday, October 17th, at 11:30 AM to conduct the business of 
the parish. Any interested member of the parish may attend this meeting. 

It is the custom of St. Luke’s Chapel in the Hills to remember those who have joined 

the Church Expectant as part of the Prayer for the Whole State of Christ’s Church dur-
ing the celebration of Holy Communion at our All Saints’ Day service. This year, we 
will observe All Saints’ Day on Sunday, November 7th, so please get your list of those 
you wish to have remembered to Father Parrish by Sunday, October 31st. Thank you! 

Our website has been upgraded! Check out the new look and content at 

www.StLukesChapel.church 
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Upcoming Events 
Sunday, October 3rd 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion with Holy Unction 
in the Chapel and via Zoom 

10:00 AM 

Sunday, October 10th 
The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Office of Morning Prayer 
in the Chapel and via Zoom 

10:00 AM 

Sunday, October 17th 
The Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion 
in the Chapel and via Zoom 

10:00 AM 

Vestry Meeting 
11:30 AM 

Sunday, October 24th 
The Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity 

Office of Morning Prayer 
in the Chapel and via Zoom 

10:00 AM 

Sunday, October 31st 
The Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion 
in the Chapel and via Zoom 

10:00 AM 

Sunday, November 7th 
The Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion with Holy Unction 
in the Chapel and via Zoom 

10:00 AM 
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“A place 
where the Bible is taught.” 

� � �  
Biblical in teaching. 

Liturgical in worship. 
Loving in practice. 

St.  Luke’s Chapel in the Hills is a traditional Anglican parish which uses 
the 1928 edition Book of Common Prayer. We invite you to join us 
for worship and fellowship soon! 

First Sunday of each month 
Holy Communion with Healing Service 

10:00 AM 
Third and fifth Sundays of each month 

Holy Communion 
10:00 AM 

Second and fourth Sundays each month 
Office of Daily Morning Prayer 

10:00 AM 

Please note that all worship services are also available via Zoom 
for those who are unable to join us in the Chapel. 

Worship Schedule 
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