
A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  S t .  L u k e ’ s  C h a p e l  i n  t h e  H i l l s  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  

E astertide in the 
Church’s calendar of li-
turgical seasons repre-
sents the time from the 
Lord Jesus Christ’s resur-
rection until His ascen-
sion into heaven. It is a 
time during which the 
risen Lord Jesus showed 
Himself to His disciples 
on a number of occa-
sions, of which only a 
few are recorded 
in the Gospel 
accounts. A sin-
gle verse in the 
Prologue to the 
Book of Acts 
indicates this: 

To whom 
also He 
showed 
Himself 
alive after 
His passion by 
many infallible 
proofs, being 
seen of them for-
ty days, and 
speaking of the 
things pertaining 
to the kingdom of 
God. 

Acts 1: 3, KJV 

Acts 1:2 records that 
the Lord Jesus Christ 
through the Holy Spirit 

gave commandments to 
the disciples before His 
ascension into heaven. 
One of these was the 
Great Commission to 
preach the Gospel and 
baptize people of all na-
tions, making disciples of 
them and teaching them 
to observe all He had 
commanded (St. Matthew 
28:18-20). Another was 
the command that they 
should stay in Jerusalem, 

waiting for the promise of 
the Father, the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit (St. Luke 
24:49; Acts 1:5). Repent-
ance is an essential part 
of the Gospel, and so it 
was to be preached, to-
gether with remission of 
sins (St. Luke 24:47). 
The disciples would be 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to be witnesses to 
the Lord Jesus Christ; to 
share the nature and pur-

pose of His sufferings; to 
live out the truths of His 
resurrection, His ascen-
sion, and future second 
coming to judge the 
world; and to practice and 
teach the doctrines and 
commandments that He 
taught. 

The Lord’s post-
resurrection appearances 
to His disciples and His 
teachings and command-
ments to them during this 

period amount to 
His preparation 
of them to act as 
His witnesses in 
the world, multi-
plying the num-
ber of disciples 
and growing the 
Church. The gift 
of the Holy Spirit 
to the Church was 
to strengthen, 

empower, and embolden 
them for the tasks of wit-
nessing, sharing the Gos-
pel, preaching it, teaching 
new disciples the Chris-
tian faith, and persevering 
in doing all this in the 
face of opposition and 
even severe persecution. 
Ultimately the Holy Spir-
it strengthens Christians 
to bear witness even if 

(Continues on page 2) 

Inside this issue: 

Our Chapel Family Prayer 

List 4 

Provincial Assembly 

Announcement 5 

Challenge 6 

Parish Postings 6 

Upcoming Events 6 

VOLUME 13 , ISSUE 3  

M AY 2017 

A Message from the Rector: 
Easter and the Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The Hillside Messenger 



Page 2 Volume 7, Issue 8 Volume 9, Issue 8 Page 2 Page 2 Volume 13, Issue 3 

Easter and the Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ 

they have to suffer and 
die because of their faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
If we consider the faith of 
the early Christians, we 
shall certainly be im-
pressed by the vigor of 
their witness to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, by their su-
preme loyalty to Him at 
all costs, by the fervor of 
their devotion to Him, 
and by their love for one 
another. If we read and 
study the passages in the 
Gospels and the Book of 
Acts that refer to this 
time between Easter and 
the Ascension, we shall 
surely perceive that our 
Lord did not found a 
Church which He intend-
ed to fade away on this 
earth. He founded one 
which would grow, in-
crease, and be strong in 
its love and faith. He did 
not leave His disciples 
with a recipe for Church 
failure and dying of faith, 
but with the faith that 
would lead to a living, 
growing Church. He in-
tended the Church to 
grow by the continual 
witness of His disciples 
in word and deed, by 
their life and teaching. 

Almost two thousand 
years later the universal 
Church not only exists 
but is constantly growing, 
although there are 
branches of the visible 
Church on earth that are 
not growing as they 
should. Each of us should 
examine himself to see 
whether we are living the 
Christian faith as we 
ought. St. Paul com-
mands this in II Corinthi-

(Continued from page 1) ans 13:5 (KJV): 

Examine your-
selves, whether ye 
be in the faith; 
prove your own 
selves. Know ye 
not your own 
selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in 
you, except ye be 
reprobates? 

This verse directs us to 
examine our lives to see if 
we are living according to 
the Christian faith as we 
have received it. This is 
the Christian faith as rec-
orded in the New Testa-
ment, as read about and 
preached in churches. Are 
we being obedient to all 
that the Lord Jesus Christ 
commanded His disciples 
as written in the Gospel 
accounts and in the teach-
ing of the Apostles in their 
epistles? Nothing must be 
permitted to choke our 
love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ or our loyalty to 
Him and faith in Him. The 
secularism, materialism, 
hedonism, and individual-
ism of the present age are 
insidious: They try to in-
filtrate our thinking in so 
many ways, attempting to 
persuade us that this is a 
world in which money, 
work, and pleasure rule, a 
world in which there is no 
place for God or for the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. These pervasive 
ideologies eventually all 
contribute to the idea that 
there is no purpose or rel-
evance for Christian wit-
ness, since each individual 
must be left to exercise his 
own freedom of will in 
choosing his own religion, 
philosophy, or belief sys-

tem. This even affects the 
Christian tradition of par-
ents teaching the faith to 
their children and bring-
ing them up in the 
knowledge of God. When 
that tradition breaks 
down and the breakdown 
of faith is aggravated by 
increasing cultural divi-
sions between older and 
younger generations, the 
conditions are right for 
diminishing communities 
of Christian believers in 
those parts of the world 
where these ideologies 
hold sway. 

Traditional Christian 
communities such as our 
own must return and hold 
fast to the first principles 
of Christian worship and 
witness in order to re-
verse a tendency to de-
cline so that we will grow 
instead. One of the great 
principles each of us must 
embody in our lives is 
repentance. We must set 
the example of repent-
ance in all areas of 
speech and conduct so 
that when we call others 
to repentance our witness 
may be authentic and 
powerful. At the same 
time, we must set an ex-
ample of forgiveness by 
forgiving everyone of all 
wrongs we have suffered 
at their hands. We must 
see to it that we have no 
sin festering within us 
which will affect both 
ourselves and the Chris-
tian community to which 
we belong. We are saved 
by grace and faith alone, 
but God calls each of us 
to practice righteousness 

(Continues on page 3) 
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in our lives. This is well 
expressed in the Easter 
Anthems (pages 162-163, 
Book of Common Pray-
er, 1928), which combine 
I Corinthians 5:7, Ro-
mans 6:9, and I Corinthi-
ans 15:20. In the first of 
these quotations we read: 

Christ our Passo-
ver is sacri-
ficed for us: 
therefore let 
us keep the 
feast, 

Not with old 
leaven, nei-
ther with the 
leaven of 
malice and 
wickedness; 
but with the 
unleavened 
bread of sin-
cerity and 
truth. 

A little further on in the 
Easter Anthems we en-
counter a similar exhorta-
tion: 

For in that he died, he 
died unto sin 
once: but in that 
he liveth, he 
liveth unto God. 

Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to 
be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive 
unto God through 
Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Such verses do not 
imply that righteousness 
is only a matter of God 
regarding believers as 
righteous; rather, they 
clearly show that sinceri-
ty, truth, righteousness, 
and being dead to sin 
must all characterize the 

(Continued from page 2) Christian life. The Church 
has brought these Scrip-
ture passages together in 
the Easter Anthems to 
remind us all of the moral 
and spiritual meaning of 
Christ’s death and resur-
rection for the way we 
conduct our lives in this 
world. “Dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” means that we have 
yielded ourselves wholly 
to the Lord Jesus and that 
sin has no more place in 
our lives. Once we have 
committed ourselves to 
the Lord in this way, we 
must live the rest of our 
lives in wholehearted love 
for God and love others as 
we love ourselves. This is 
the position from which 
we can share Christ’s 
Gospel of repentance, 
grace, faith, and for-
giveness authentically and 
effectively. 

The Lord Jesus 
Christ’s ascension into 
heaven leaves the disci-
ples continuing in prayer, 
praise, and worship as 
they await the coming of 
the Holy Spirit at Pente-
cost. The ascension of 
Christ shows the power of 
the resurrection of Christ 
and of the Gospel with 
which the Church has 
been entrusted. He en-
trusted this Gospel as a 
sacred deposit, a treasure 
for the Church Militant to 
guard for as long as she 
continues on earth. She 
has this Gospel in order to 
keep it uncorrupted and 
undefiled in passing it 
from generation to genera-
tion. We have a responsi-
bility as members of the 

Church not only to teach 
and preach the Biblical 
Gospel but to communi-
cate it so well that all 
who receive it learn how 
they must in turn teach it 
to the next generation so 
that they will deliver it in 
its purity to the following 
generation, and so forth. 
Never did Christ intend 
for one generation to hold 
on to the Gospel without 
passing it on, nor did 
He intend for it to be 
adulterated or cor-
rupted with false doc-
trines in its transmis-
sion. Each of us must 
return again and 
again to the riches of 
the written word of 
God as the Church 
has received it, pray-
ing also in the Spirit 
always, so that our 
knowledge of the 
Gospel we share may 
grow in clarity and 
grace and that we 
may always be ready 
to account for the 
hope that is within us 
(I St. Peter 3:15). 

In conclusion, 
can you affirm that 
you are a faithful wit-
ness to the Lord Je-
sus Christ and a 
faithful guardian of 
the Gospel given us in the 
Holy Bible? If so, will 
you ask God to help your 
witness grow to bring 
others to salvation in 
Christ Jesus? If not, will 
you now repent, pray for 
forgiveness, and ask God 
to help you as you com-
mit yourself to Him, His 
Church, and His service?  

‒ The Reverend 
 Christopher Parrish 
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Our Chapel Family Prayer List 
Dale Quinn; 

Lisa; 

Ben; 

Marion; 

Max; 

Bishop Richard Boyce; 

Dorian; 

Kate Ward; 

Kendra, Dan, 
Emmalyn, and Dayna 

Pack; 

Ernst Hernandez; 

Helen Vanderberg; 

Ray and Elodia Boreham; 

Jan Martins; 

Louanne Norman; 

Reagan and 
the Stanko family; 

Trevor Ezell 
and his family; 

the life and 
continuing longevity of 

St. Luke’s 
Chapel in the Hills; 

and for all those 
who are in our hearts, 

that it may please Thee to 
comfort and relieve them, 
according to their several 
necessities; giving them 
patience under their suf-
ferings, and a happy issue 
out of all their afflictions. 
And this we beg for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Please note: This prayer 
list was current as of 
April 28th. Please 
contact Father Parrish 
to make corrections. 

as well as all those who 
are any ways afflicted, or 
distressed, in mind, body, 
or estate; especially those 
for whom our prayers are 
desired:  

the soldiers, sailors, 
marines, airmen, 
police officers, 

firefighters, and pilots 
who protect us every day; 

our persecuted Christian 
brothers and sisters 

throughout the world; 

all refugees; 

Estelle Wilson; 

Julia McNeely; 

Joya de Rossett; 

Louise Xavier; 

Sharon De Souza; 

Debbie; 

Scott; 

Brittany; 

Chuck; 

Don Cottam; 

Tanya Theiler; 

Christian McKagan 
and his parents; 

Lois Martins; 

O  God, the Creator 
and Preserver of all man-
kind, we humbly beseech 
Thee for all sorts and 
conditions of men; that 
Thou wouldest be pleased 
to make Thy ways known 
unto them, Thy saving 
health unto all nations. 
More especially we pray 
for Thy holy Church uni-
versal; that it may he so 
guided and governed by 
Thy good Spirit, that all 
who profess and call 
themselves Christians 
may be led into the way 
of truth, and hold the 
faith in unity of spirit, in 
the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life. Fi-
nally, we commend to 
Thy fatherly goodness: 

Archbishop Beach; 

Bishop Ilgenfritz; 

Canon Penfield, 
our Vicar-General; 

Father Parrish; 

Deacon Vogel; and 

Deacon Bracken; 
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Challenge 
 

Joanna’s Circle, a wom-
en’s group which meets 
for prayer, fellowship, 
and mutual support in 
living the Christian life, 
has temporarily suspend-
ed its monthly meetings. 
Please contact Julia 
McNeely if you have any 
questions. The Very Reverend Can-

on Michael A. Penfield, 
Vicar-General of the 
Convocation of the West, 
will make a pastoral visit 
to St. Luke’s Chapel in 
the Hills on Sunday, June 
4th, to celebrate Holy 
Communion and preach. 
Please invite your fiends 
to join us in welcoming 
him back to the Chapel! 

On Sunday May 21st, as 
many as can help after 
the service are asked to 
transfer sacristy vest-
ments, vessels, and para-
ments from the Chapel to 
the Nursery and deal with 
items in the fridge in 
preparation for the fumi-
gation of the Chapel from 
Monday, May 22nd, until 
Wednesday, May 24th. 

Because of the fumi-
gation of the Chapel, the 
7:00 PM Ascension Day 
Holy Communion service 
scheduled for Thursday, 
May 25th, is cancelled. 

Parish Postings 

to do in following His 
Word. I always thought 
that it meant we are spe-
cial. 

We are special, every 
person in our church 
makes it special. I am 
proud of our humble be-
ginnings and of what we 
have achieved through 
the years. Each member 
of our Church contributes 
to what makes our House 
of God what we are. We 
have an obligation to 
keep our Church strong; 
it is not just up to one or 
two people. We all need 
to tap into even the small-
est little thing that will 
contribute to keeping our 
Church on the solid 
ground of faith. 

One part of our 
Chapel’s charm is unique 
to our location. It is a 

I  have been most 
concerned about the loss 
of membership at the 
Chapel. I have been won-
dering what are we miss-
ing that does not attract 
new members. People I 
speak with, tell me it is 
happening in all church-
es. This make me rise to 
the occasion. I need to do 
something. I want to 
share with others what 
the Chapel has to offer 
and how important the 
Chapel in the Hills is to 
me and to those who are a 
part of it. 

I have been very 
proud to hear our Church 
referred to as “…those 
renegades”. I took it as 
an honor. I believed it 
meant we were doing 
what God was guiding us 

peaceful, thoughtful place 
for reflection and con-
templation. I do believe it 
is a place of healing. I 
also believe that God is 
with us in this place of 
worship. 

I have made it my 
mission this year to invite 
people to see how special 
we are and to share with 
others what God has to 
offer them at the Chapel 
in the Hills. We have a 
lot to offer. I encourage 
others to join me in this 
challenge. 

This is God’s House. 
Yes, God is with us every 
day, but, sometimes I 
truly believe that God 
appreciates it when we 
come to His House to 
share what He is doing in 
our lives. 

̶  Julia McNeely 



Upcoming Events 

Sunday, May 7th: The Third Sunday after  Easter  Day 

Emergency Food Pantry Collection Day 

Bible Study: Amos 
9:15 AM 

Holy Communion with Healing Service 
10:00 AM 

Vestry Meeting 
immediately following the worship service 

Sunday, May 14th: The Fourth Sunday after  Easter  Day 

Mothers’ Day 

Bible Study: Amos 
9:15 AM 

Office of Daily Morning Prayer 
10:00 AM 

Holy Communion 
noon 

Sunday, May 21st: The Fifth Sunday after  Easter  Day 

Rogation Sunday 

Bible Study: Amos 
9:15 AM 

Holy Communion with Blessing of the Chapel Gardens 
10:00 AM 

Transfer of Church Goods in Preparation for Fumigation 
immediately following the worship service 

Monday, May 22nd through Wednesday, May 24th 

Fumigation of the Chapel 

Thursday, May 25th: Ascension Day 

Due to the fumigation of the Chapel, there will be no worship service this day.  

Sunday, June 4th: Pentecost, commonly called Whitsunday 

Pastoral Visit by Convocation of the West Vicar-General 
the Very Reverend Canon Michael Penfield 

Emergency Food Pantry Collection Day 

Bible Study: Amos 
9:15 AM 

Holy Communion with Healing Service 
10:00 AM 
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“A place 
where the Bible is taught.” 

 

Biblical in teaching. 
Liturgical in worship. 

Loving in practice. 

St.  Luke’s Chapel in the Hills is a traditional Anglican parish which uses 
the 1928 edition Book of Common Prayer. We invite you to join us 
for worship soon! 

First Sunday of each month 

Holy Communion with Healing Service 

10:00 AM 

Second and fourth Sundays each month 
Office of Daily Morning Prayer 

10:00 AM 

Said Holy Communion 
noon 

Please note that both services on Feast Days occurring on these Sundays 
will be Holy Communion.  

Third and fifth Sunday each month and Feast Days 
Holy Communion 

10:00 AM 

Worship Schedule 
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