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Hark! 
A thrilling voice 

is sounding; 
“Christ is nigh,” 
it seems to say; 

“Cast away 
the works 

of darkness, 
O ye children 
of the day.” 

T his opening 
stanza of Hymn 9 of 
the 1940 Hymnal is 
from Edward 
Caswall’s translation 
of a Latin hymn of 
the sixth century. 
There are many voic-
es in today’s Western 
society which vie for 
the Christian’s atten-
tion. There are many 
calls, many pres-
sures, in the busy life 
of the average work-
ing American. There 
are so many, in fact, that 
Christians often find it 
hard to hear the voice of 
God calling to them. 
Even in earlier ages, it 
would be necessary to 
say, “Hark!” or “Listen!” 
It is as if a parent were 
taking a child for a walk 
in the countryside and 

should hear the call of a 
particular bird, say a red-
tailed hawk, and should 
exclaim, “Listen! Did you 
hear that sound? It was a 
red-tailed hawk!” 

But this is no ordi-
nary bird-call, but the call 
of God to hear and pay 
attention to the messen-

gers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ warning us that 
Christ is near and that we 
must throw away the 
works of darkness since 
we are children of the 
day. Yet the warning is 
also a joyful announce-
ment to God’s people. It 

is a thrilling voice! It 
pierces the air like a 
hawk’s call, ringing with 
authority. The message is 
that Christ will soon 
come again. He is near. 
Because of this, Chris-
tians, who are “children 
of the day” because 
Christ has forgiven their 

sins and raised them 
to new life in Him, 
must discard all the 
works of darkness. 
This reminds me of 
Isaiah 2:20-21, KJV: 

In that day a man 
shall cast his 
idols of silver, 
and his idols of 
gold, which they 
made each one 
for himself to 
worship, to the 
moles and the 
bats; to go into 
the clefts of the 
rocks, and into 
the tops of the 
ragged rocks, for 
fear of the 
LORD, and for 
the glory of His 
majesty, when 
He ariseth to 
shake terribly the 
earth. 

(Continues on page 2) 
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Responding to God’s Thrilling Voice 

In the presence of the 
coming King, all these 
idols and all the works of 
darkness will be like 
hateful things, trash to be 
thrown out and forgotten. 
Instead, we must be over-
joyed at meeting with our 
King, our Lord and Sav-
ior! For the voice that 
warns is also the voice 
that thrills our hearts, for 
we know that what He 
tells us to do is for our 
good. In keeping with 
this, St. Paul, in his Epis-
tle to the Romans, urges 
Christians to “cast off the 
works of darkness, and 
put on the armour of 
light” (Romans 13:12, 
KJV), since the night is 
almost over and the day 
is near. If we complain 
that thousands of years 
have passed and Christ 
has not yet come again, 
we miss the point, which 
is not the length of time 
that has passed, but the 
urgency of using the time 
that remains to us to live 
in joyful expectation of 
Christ’s second coming 
and in doing those deeds 
of righteousness and acts 
of mercy and loving-
kindness we long to be 
found doing at the mo-
ment of Christ’s coming. 
How will Christ find us 
when He comes again? It 
is right that this question 
should occupy our minds 
and that we should reflect 
deeply on it. Some be-
lievers think they can 
stubbornly persist in their 
sins until Christ comes 
again, because at His 
coming they will be 
transformed instantly to a 

(Continued from page 1) state of perfection, or in-
stantaneously sanctified. 
While we should not 
doubt the truth of the joy-
ful reality of sanctifica-
tion, this doctrine is in-
tended to bring joy and 
peace to all who cooperate 
with the Holy Spirit in 
seeking the presence of 
God in their lives and 
drawing closer to Him in 
spirit. 

Even now, then, no 
matter how far off we im-
agine Christ’s second 
coming to be, we must not 
be found wanting in the 
virtues God commands us 
to practice in our lives. 
We must embrace them 
all the more. In fact, we 
must clothe ourselves with 
them, just as we have 
clothed ourselves with the 
Lord Jesus Christ by hav-
ing been baptized into 
union with Him in Holy 
Baptism and, as we prom-
ised at Confirmation, fol-
lowing Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior. It is this 
purpose that St. Paul has 
in mind in blessing the 
Thessalonian Christians in 
this way: 

And the very God 
of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I 
pray God your 
whole spirit and 
soul and body be 
preserved blame-
less unto the com-
ing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is He that 
calleth you, who 
also will do it. 

I Thessalonians 
5:23-24, KJV 

Blamelessness in 
God’s sight is the prize 
that Christians trust and 
hope in the Lord that He 
will give them when He 
comes again, but we must 
turn our hearts now to 
hear the voice of God’s 
messengers calling to us 
in His Word, speaking to 
us in those around us, and 
relayed by fellow-
Christians. Our ears must 
be tuned to hear the Lord, 
to catch the sound of His 
voice, to understand the 
meaning of His message, 
and to obey His call to 
righteousness in our lives. 
Thomas à Kempis wrote: 
“Blessed is the soul 
which hears the Lord 
speaking in him and re-
ceives from His lips a 
word of consola-
tion.” (Thomas à Kempis: 
The Imitation of Christ, 
Book III, Chapter I). The 
Lord Jesus Christ Him-
self said, “Yea rather, 
blessed are they that hear 
the word of God, and 
keep it” (St. Luke 11:28), 
and declared that those 
who hear and do the word 
of God are His mother 
and His brethren (St. 
Luke 8:21). Those that 
not only hear but also 
obey the word of God 
stand close to the Lord 
Jesus and are walking 
with Him in their daily 
lives. It is this intimate 
relationship and com-
munion with the Lord 
Jesus Christ that must 
characterize the Christian 
life. 

It is here that the 
close connection between 

(Continues on page 3) 
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Responding to God’s Thrilling Voice 

Advent and Christmas 
becomes apparent. 
Christmas as the celebra-
tion of our Lord and Sav-
ior’s birth is itself a 
mighty event, but because 
of the cultural and reli-
gious distance of the pre-
sent world from the reali-
ty and saving power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
birth and life on this 
earth, the Second Advent 
of Christ to harvest the 
faithful and to judge the 
world must necessarily 
receive more urgent at-
tention than the celebra-
tion of Christmastide. 
Jesus is no longer an in-
fant but the King of kings 
and Lord of lords who 
will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 
Unlike the commercial 
world, we do not think of 
the celebration of Christ’s 
birth as a means of great 
material profit year by 
year, for preceding 
Christmas is Advent, 
which trumpets the truth 
that everyone must pre-
pare to meet their God, 
their coming King. In the 
face of this great event, 
material things such as 
the profits of wealth melt 
away into meaningless-
ness. 

Though the beautiful 
nativity narratives of St. 
Matthew and St. Luke 
feature prominently in 
Christmas services, pag-
eants, and plays, the pro-
logue of the Gospel ac-
cording to St. John de-
scribes the enormous sig-
nificance of Christ’s 
birth: The eternal Word 
of God became flesh in 

(Continued from page 2) this world in order to 
bring into the world the 
true light of life. It es-
capes our comprehension 
that God loved the world 
so much that He gave His 
only-begotten Son so that 
everyone who believes in 
Him should not perish but 
have eternal life (St. John 
3:16). We cannot compre-
hend even how God be-
came man except from 
what Holy Scripture tells 
us, that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary conceived Jesus 
Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit (St. Matthew 
1:20; St. Luke 1:35). The 
birth of Jesus has trans-
formed the lives of many. 
It still does, and will con-
tinue to do so in the fu-
ture, since He has brought 
to mankind the means of 
salvation in Himself. By 
turning away from sin and 
believing in the Lord Je-
sus Christ for the for-
giveness of sins, anyone 
can be born again and re-
ceive forgiveness from 
God and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit (St. John 3:3-
8; Acts 2:38). It does not 
depend on whether we can 
pay a high rent, or wheth-
er we have a nice car, or 
whether we are young or 
old, or on any possible 
condition for success in 
this material life on earth. 
It depends on the grace of 
God from the beginning 
and the obedience of our 
faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Having progressed 
from hearing the word of 
God to obeying it more 
and more in the hope that, 
by “daily increasing in the 
Holy Spirit more and 

more,” we may “come 
unto God’s everlasting 
kingdom” (Bishop’s 
Prayer for a Candidate at 
Confirmation, page 297, 
Book of Common Pray-
er, 1928), we must share 
the Gospel as effectively 

as we can this Christmas 
and always since many 
might not hear such a 
Gospel except this Christ-
mas. 

– The Reverend 
Christopher Parrish 

Almighty God, 
give us grace 

that we may cast away 
the works of darkness, 

and put upon us 
the armour of light, 

now in the time 
of this mortal life, 

in which 
Thy Son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us 
in great humility; 

that in the last day, 
when He shall come again 

in His glorious majesty 
to judge both 

the quick and the dead, 
we may rise 

to the life immortal, 
through Him 

who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee 

and the Holy Ghost, 
now and ever. 

Amen. 
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Our Chapel Family Prayer List 

O  God, the Creator 
and Preserver of all man-
kind, we humbly beseech 
Thee for all sorts and 
conditions of men; that 
Thou wouldest be pleased 
to make Thy ways known 
unto them, Thy saving 
health unto all nations. 
More especially we pray 
for Thy holy Church uni-
versal; that it may be so 
guided and governed by 
Thy good Spirit, that all 
who profess and call 
themselves Christians 
may be led into the way 
of truth, and hold the 
faith in unity of spirit, in 
the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life. Fi-
nally, we commend to 
Thy fatherly goodness: 

Archbishop 
Foley Beach; 

Bishop 
Bill Ilgenfritz; 

Bishop 
Richard Lipka; 

Canon 
Michael Penfield; 

Father Chris Parrish; 

Deacon Peter Vogel; and 

Deacon Linda Bracken; 

also all those who serve 
as Thy ministers in gov-
erning our nation and 
state, particularly: 

President 
Donald Trump;  

President-elect 
Joseph Biden; and 

Governor 
Gavin Newsom; 

as well as all those who 
are any ways afflicted, or 
distressed, in mind, body, 

or estate; especially those 
for whom our prayers are 
desired: 

the soldiers, sailors, 
marines, airmen, coasties, 

police officers, 
firefighters, and pilots 

who protect us every day; 

our persecuted Christian 
brothers and sisters 

throughout the world; 

all refugees; 

all who have suffered loss 
from wildfires 

and those who provide 
disaster relief to them; 

all who are suffering from 
the coronavirus, 

all medical personnel 
treating them, and 
all those who work 

with the public; 

Jim and Edna Davis; 

Estelle Wilson; 

Joya de Rossett; 

Debbie; 

Scott; 

Brittany; 

James and Tanya Theiler; 

Dale Quinn; 

Brian Quinn; 

Mark Quinn; 

Lisa; 

Ben; 

Marion; 

 Flo; 

Max; 

Dan and Kendra Pack; 

Ernst Hernandez; 

the Stanko family; 

Yoshihiko and Hideko 
Ikegami; 

Ali Hemphill; 

Lori Hemphill; 

Pennel Magaw; 

Tracy Magaw; 

Mary Frances Reeves; 

Maryanne Sanchez; 

Kaitlyn Lindstedt; 

Brenda Terry; 

Mrs. Kitt; 

Jon Carter; 

Marilyn; 

Frank Capone; 

Rose Handwerker; 

Ann and Frank MacVoy; 

Gary Winiger; 

Bishop Ilgenfritz; 

Dave Shuman; 

Barbara Busch; 

Libby Codd; 

Maria Fernandez; 

Patricia Bowers; 

Deacon Linda Bracken; 

John Waldern; 

 and for all those 
who are in our hearts, 

that it may please Thee to 
comfort and relieve them, 
according to their several 
necessities; giving them 
patience under their suf-
ferings, and a happy issue 
out of all their afflictions. 
And this we beg for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Please note: This prayer 
list was current as of 
November 20th, and 
our congregation will 
pray for each need 
until we are notified 
that it has been met. 
Please contact Father 
Parrish to add or re-
move names. Thank 
you! 
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A Prayer for Our Congregation 

O GOD, Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
visit, we pray Thee, 

the Congregation of St. Luke’s Chapel in the Hills 
with Thy love and favour; 

enlighten our minds more and more with the light of the everlasting Gospel; 
graft in our hearts a love of the truth; 

increase in us true religion; 
nourish us with all goodness; 

and of Thy great mercy keep us in the same, O blessed Spirit, 
whom, with the Father and the Son together, 

we worship and glorify as one God, world without end. 
Amen. 

O MOST mighty and merciful God, 
in this time of grievous sickness, 
we flee unto Thee for succour. 

Deliver us, we beseech Thee, from our peril; 
give strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; 

prosper the means made use of for their cure; 
and grant that, perceiving how frail  and uncertain our life is, 

we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

In Times of Great Sickness and Mortality 



Page 6 Volume 7, Issue 1220 Volume 9, Issue 1220 Page 2 Page 6 Volume 16, Issue 12 

Festival of Lessons and Carols -- 2020 Style 

O ne of the hardest 
parts of the holidays for 
me this year (and I sus-
pect for many) is the ne-
cessity of forgoing many 
traditions we’ve enjoyed 
most of our lives. In order 
to keep county ICU ca-
pacity from being over-
whelmed by the latest 
surge in Covid-19 cases, 
we are urged to keep reli-
gious services outdoors 
and without singing. For 
St. Luke’s, this means 
none of our traditional 
Christmas Eve services! 
For me, this means giving 
up my person-
al favorite: 
our annual 
celebration of 
the Festival of 
Lessons & 
Carols. Or 
does it? Read 
on! 

Originally 
celebrated in 
1918 at 
King’s Col-
lege Chapel in Cam-
bridge, England, the Fes-
tival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols (as it is officially 
known) has been the an-
nual Christmas Eve ser-
vice of that Chapel ever 
since. The service was 
first broadcast by the 
BBC in 1928. This year, 
alas, the realities of 
Covid considerations 
have come to roost even 
at King’s. As Stephen 
Cherry, the Dean of that 
Chapel, writes: 

One feature of 
the Festival of 
Nine Lessons and 

Carols that is es-
pecially important 
to the College has 
always been the 
participation of 
the congregation 
of College mem-
bers and members 
of the public. We 
regret to say that 
this year we are 
not able to have a 
congregation in 
the Chapel. 

In a normal year, 
the choir would also 
lead the congregation 
in traditional Christ-
mas hymns, but this 

Christmas Eve there 
will be no congrega-
tion present. With 
Covid restrictions and 
the need for social 
distancing within the 
choir, a number of 
new arrangements 
have been made 
which capitalise on 
the rare opportunity to 
hear these ever-
popular hymns in ver-
sions for choir only. 

So here’s my answer 
to maintaining some sem-
blance of the tradition, 
inspired by the weekly 
film review meeting we 

run at Hydrow (where all 
100+ employees come 
together for an update on 
the company and a 
chance to view a high-
light reel of the on-the-
water workout filming of 
the week). The program 
will be broadcast live at 
3:00 PM GMT on Christ-
mas Eve, 7:00 AM PST, 
and it appears that the 
recording of the program 
will be available for me 
to download in high defi-
nition by noon our time, 
(I’ll also endeavor to rec-
ord the live production 
just in case.) I suggest 
that we get together via a 

Zoom meeting 
which I shall 
host at 8:00 PM 
Christmas 
Eve. I’ll play 
the video di-
rectly into the 
Zoom video 
feed (not via 
screen share, 
which would 
lag terribly), 
and we can 
enjoy the maj-

esty of the service togeth-
er, chatting via the Zoom 
text chat feature. 

Make your plans now 
to put together a tasty 
batch of Glühwein, egg-
nog, hot chocolate, or the 
beverage of your choice, 
and let’s begin celebrat-
ing Christmas together as 
a parish family as best as 
is possible this year! 

– Deacon Peter Vogel 
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Parish Postings 
The Catechism Class will 
break from its weekly 
Zoom meetings beginning 
Friday, December 18th, 
and resuming on Friday, 
January 8th, at 2:00 PM. 
Father Parrish is offering 
this class as part of the 
Chapel’s renewed focus 
on evangelism and disci-
pleship. Participants will 
delve into what it means 
to be a Christian and learn 
how to share the Gospel. 
The class is open to all 
who are interested, wheth-
er already confirmed or 
preparing for Confirma-
tion at the next visit of the 
Bishop. Please let Father 
Parrish know if you would 
like to join this class. 

Look up! An article in the 
November 2020 issue of 
Forbes notes that there 
will be a special event in 
the sky approximately 45 
minutes after sunset on 
Monday, December 21st. 
Jupiter and Saturn will be 
in close conjunction that 
evening, creating an effect 
like a Christmas star low 
on the horizon to the 
southwest. More infor-
mation is available at: 

https://www.forbes.com/ 
sites/jamiecartereurope/ 

2020/11/20/ 
a-spectacularly-rare-

christmas-star-is-coming-
in-december-as-two-

worlds-align-after-sunset/ 

 

Weather permitting, our 
Chapel Family will honor 
the birth of our Lord and 
Savior by celebrating Ho-
ly Communion on the 
Chapel lawn Christmas 
Day at 10:00 AM. All 
worshippers must wear 
face masks and maintain 
social distances of at least 
six feet. Please notify 
Father Parrish if you plan 
to attend this service so 
that enough chairs may 
be set up and spaced ap-
propriately. 

The Vestry will meet on 
Sunday, January 17th, at 
a time yet to be deter-
mined. 

Our Annual Parish Meet-
ing has been set for Sun-
day, February 7th, imme-
diately following the 
worship service. 

Due to the resurgence of 
Covid-19 cases in our 
area, Governor Newsom 
has ordered that houses of 
worship not meet indoors 
until at least December 
21st. Thanks be to God 
that we able to meet for 
worship via Zoom! To 
join us: 

1. If you have not 
already done so, 
download the 
free Zoom app 
onto your com-
puter, tablet, or 
phone by visiting 
https://Zoom.us/
download to get 
the app. 

2. Father Parrish 
will e-mail a re-
minder with the 
meeting link and 
password a few 
days before we 
meet for Morning 
Prayer. He will 
also e-mail the 
worship bulletin. 
If you have not 
received an invi-
tation to a Zoom 
Morning Prayer 
service, please 
ask Father Par-
rish to add you to 
the list. 

3. When it’s time to 
begin Morning 
Prayer, click on 
the meeting link 
in the invitation 
message. 
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Upcoming Events 

St.  Matthew 16:18 records our Lord’s assurance that not even the gates of 
hell shall prevail against His Church, so she can easily withstand a novel coronavirus 
pandemic. We may have to worship mostly by teleconference, but we can still worship 
together. Please join us! 

Friday, December 4th 

Confirmation Class via Zoom 
2:00 PM 

Sunday, December 6th 
The Second Sunday in Advent 

Office of Morning Prayer via Zoom 
10:00 AM 

Wednesday, December 9th 

Finance Committee Meeting via Zoom 
6:00 PM 

Friday, December 11th 

Confirmation Class via Zoom 
2:00 PM 

Sunday, December 13th 
The Third Sunday in Advent 

Office of Morning Prayer via Zoom 
10:00 AM 

Wednesday, December 16th 
Ember Day 

Friday, December 18th 
Ember Day 

Saturday, December 19th 
Ember Day 

Sunday, December 20th 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Office of Morning Prayer via Zoom 
10:00 AM 

Monday, December 21st 

“Christmas Star” Planetary Conjunction 
~5:15 PM 

(Continues on page 9) 
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Upcoming Events 

Thursday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve 

Lessons and Carols Watch Party via Zoom 
8:00 PM 

Friday, December 25th 
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

commonly called Christmas Day 

Holy Communion on the Chapel lawn 
(weather permitting) 

10:00 AM 

Sunday, December 27th 
The First Sunday after Christmas Day 

Office of Morning Prayer via Zoom 
10:00 AM 

Friday, January 1st 
New Year’s Day 

Sunday, January 3rd 
The Second Sunday after Christmas Day 

Office of Morning Prayer via Zoom 
10:00 AM 

Tuesday, January 6th 
Epiphany, 

or the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles 

Friday, January 8th 

Confirmation Class via Zoom 
2:00 PM 

(Continued from page 8) 
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“A place 
where the Bible is taught.” 
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Biblical in teaching. 

Liturgical in worship. 
Loving in practice. 

St.  Luke’s Chapel in the Hills is a traditional Anglican parish which uses 
the 1928 edition Book of Common Prayer. We invite you to join us 
for worship soon! 

First, third, and fifth Sundays of each month 
Holy Communion 

(with Healing Service on First Sunday) 
10:00 AM 

Second and fourth Sundays each month 
Office of Daily Morning Prayer 

10:00 AM 

Said Holy Communion 
noon 

Please note that both services on Feast Days occurring on these Sundays 
will be Holy Communion. 

Non-Pandemic Worship Schedule (We live in hope!) 
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